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What is Bus Rapid Transit?



What is BRT?

Enhanced Vehicles

Enhanced Stations

Enhanced Operations



What is BRT?

Enhanced Vehicles

• Boarding through multiple doors

• Spacious interior for wheelchairs, 
strollers, bikes 

• Wi-Fi and USB ports on board



What is BRT?

• Weather protection

• Easy boarding for wheelchairs, 
strollers, and bikes

• Real-time arrival information

• Integration of pedestrian and 
cycling facilities

Enhanced Stations



What is BRT?

• Faster travel:

• Frequent service, fewer stops

• Prioritization of bus service where 

possible:

• Vehicles communicate with traffic 

signals

• Bus only lanes

Enhanced Operations

Example of a Bus Only Lane in Alexandria, VA
Photo Source: NACTO



Project Background and Overview



Bus Rapid Transit Program Overview 

• Corridor identified in the 
Countywide Transit 
Corridors Functional Master 
Plan (Adopted 2013)
• US 29 corridor is in 

operation

• Veirs Mill Rd and MD 355 are 
in Preliminary Design

• North Bethesda and New 
Hampshire Avenue are in 
Concept Study



Program Goals



Study Schedule

WE ARE HERE



Study Overview
• Corridor Extents from Master Plan Study: 

• Southern Terminus: DC boundary at Eastern Ave

• Northern Terminus: Colesville Park and Ride near 

Randolph Rd

• This Study Will…

• Define start and end points

• Identify station locations

• Develop and evaluate improvements to bus service

• Address station accessibility



Corridor Conditions



• Diverse residents and employees

• Many languages spoken

• Adjacent to equity areas

Diverse Corridor



• Mixed land uses at major 

intersections

• Development occurring north of 

Beltway

• Multiple projects advancing in the 

corridor

Density at Major 
Intersections



• Frequent and serious crashes

• Difficult conditions for walking or 

cycling

Safety Is a Concern



• High traffic volumes

• Congestion at major intersections

• Travel is often slow for vehicles and 

buses

Travel Times Are Slow



• Many types of transit routes 

serve the corridor

• Buses arrive every 3-4 minutes 

south of Piney Branch

Many Buses Serve 
the Corridor



• High existing bus ridership

• Bus stops are often difficult to 

access

Many People Take 
the Bus



Next Steps



Next Steps

Next Step!



Next Step: Identify 
Concepts to Consider

Lane Configurations
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Project Website
https://www.tinyurl.com/newhampshirebrt

https://www.tinyurl.com/newhampshirebrt


Questions?
Sandra Marks – BRT Project Manager, MCDOT

Sandra.marks@montgomerycountymd.gov

Project Webpage

https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/dot-dte/projects/NewHampshireAve/

mailto:Sandra.marks@montgomerycountymd.gov
https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/dot-dte/projects/NewHampshireAve/

